NG4 Incident Monitoring Center

ALERT SUMMARY:
NEW YORK CITY STEAM PIPE ERUPTION

DATE
July 18, 2007

TIME
6:00 PM EDT

LOCATION
New York City, NY

© 2005 Microsoft MapPoint

INCIDENT SITUATION

At approximately 6:00pm, on July 18, 2007, a twenty-four inch steam pipe, installed in 1924 by Consolidated Edison,
exploded on Lexington Avenue between E 41st St. and E 42nd St., in New York City. The explosion created a geyser of
steam taller than the nearby Chrysler Building, and left a crater thirty-five feet wide and fifteen feet deep, swallowing a
tow-truck. There was one fatality, and forty-five other people that were reported injured. The explosion crippled
transportation in the vicinity. Grand Central Terminal, a major subway/train transfer station was shut down; MTA buses,
the 42nd St. Shuttle, taxis, and traffic were all re-routed from the area as well.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg was quick to rule out any terrorist involvement. He informed the people of New York that
this incident was a “failure of infrastructure” and nothing more. Other services were also disrupted in the area including,
telecommunications and Internet. Underground electrical transformer and feeder cables were damaged; however, there
were no power outages reported in the area. Since pipes from that era were normally coated with asbestos, it was feared
that the area was contaminated. After numerous air quality tests by the Department of Environmental Protection, the area
was cleared.

NC4 COVERAGE

NC4 provides ongoing updates to members as the incident unfolds through the National Incident Monitoring Center
(NIMC). NIMC analysts follow the incident using official government sources as well as local media sources, such as the
local ABC news article “After the Blast in Midtown.” ©NC4 2007

Selected NIMC Updates:

e Crews responding to explosion & subsequent two-alarm fire.
2007-07-18 18:12 EDT

e Area evacuated due to explosion. 2007-07-18 18:38 EDT

e Area remains closed due to steam pipe explosion. One fatality
reported. 2007-07-18 20:02 EDT

® Asbestos not present in air samples. 2007-07-19 10:50 EDT

® 'Frozen zone' to remain for days as subways return to normalcy.
2007-07-20 01:56 EDT
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