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ALERT SUMMARY:  
MINNEAPOLIS BRIDGE COLLAPSE 

 
DATE 
August 1, 2007 

TIME 
6:05 pm CST 

LOCATION 
I-35W over the Mississippi River 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

INCIDENT SITUATION  
At 6:05 pm (CST) on August 1st, 2007 an eight-lane section of I-35W that crosses over the Mississippi river 

collapsed, falling into the river and onto its banks.  Over fifty vehicles were on the bridge at the time of the collapse; 
however, only a small number of those vehicles submerged in the river.  In total, thirteen people were killed and over 100 
others were injured.  The exact cause of the collapse is unknown but officials with the Department of Homeland Security 
have found no indication of terrorist involvement.  The bridge, built in 1967, was deemed “structurally deficient” in a 2005 
report released by the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  The National Transportation Safety Board has since 
launched an investigation into the collapse. 

According to Minnesota transportation authorities, State Route 280 will be used as the primary replacement route 
for I-35W.  The highway will be converted to a temporary freeway with no traffic signals from I-35W in Roseville to I-94.  A 
new bridge is expected to be constructed by the end of 2008. 

 
NC4 COVERAGE 
NC4 provides ongoing updates to members as the incident unfolds through the National Incident Monitoring Center 
(NIMC).  NIMC analysts follow the incident using official government sources as well as national and local media sources 
- linking to the NBC local breaking news article, I-35W Bridge Collapses, including images from the scene, eyewitness 
reports, and video of the bridge collapsing.
 
 
Selected NIMC Updates: 
I-35W Bridge over Mississippi river collapses and traps cars 
and people. 8/1/07 16:41 PST 
 
At least three dead and up to thirty injured in bridge collapse. 
8/1/07 18:04 PST 
 
Traffic changes announced after bridge collapse. 8/2/07 
05:43 PST 
 
City set to receive federal aid. Recovery efforts may take 
three more days. 8/2/07 11:54 PST 
 
Death toll at six; none of the eight missing have been found. 
8/7/07 05:01 PST 
 
Authorities continue to investigate what caused the I-35W 
Bridge to collapse. 8/10/07 22:31 PST 
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