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ALERT SUMMARY:
LONDON TERRORISM PLOT

DATE
August 9, 2006
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International Flights
London, United Kingdom
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British law enforcement officials arrested 24 people on August 9, 2006 who were suspected of plotting to bomb and
destroy up to 10 transatlantic flights from the United Kingdom to the United States. The key suspects were reportedly
British-born Muslims and allegedly planned to smuggle peroxide-based liquid explosives in carry-on luggage and detonate
them in mid-flight. The potential explosives are thought to be possibly triacetone triperoxide (TATP) or hexamethylene
diamine (HTMD) based and were to be hidden in the false bottoms of sports drinks. As of September 6", 17 suspects
have been charged with various terrorism offenses.

As a result of the investigation and arrests, the terror alert level was raised from “severe” to “critical” in Britain. The
heightened threat level led to the elimination of carry-on luggage allowance on British flights and a major disruption to
international flights in Europe and abroad. The United States also raised the threat level from “orange” or “elevated” to
“red” or “severe” for flights originating in the United Kingdom. All liquids and gels were also banned on flights in the
United States and the National Guard was activated in Massachusetts and California to assist in the new security
measures.
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NC4 provides ongoing updates to members as the incident unfolds through the NC4 Incident Monitoring Center (NIMC).
NIMC analysts follow the incident using official government sources as well as national and international media sources.
- linking to the BBC article, “Plot to Blow Up Planes Foiled” including images from the scene and video statements from

British officials.
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