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ALERT SUMMARY:  
DANVERS FIRE AND EXPLOSION 

 
DATE 
November 22nd, 2006 

TIME 
03:00am EST 

LOCATION 
Chemical Manufacturing Plant  
Danvers, MA 
 

INCIDENT SITUATION  
Just before 3am on November 22, 2006, a pair of explosions sent a ball of flames into the air and ignited a 10-alarm fire at 
a solvent and ink manufacturing plant. The fire and explosion leveled the chemical plant and damaged more than 90 
nearby buildings and the blast was described to have the force of a 2,000 pound bomb. Firefighters from over 30 
surrounding cities responded to the scene.  The Chemical Safety Board was initially concerned about toxic fumes, but air 
samples tested negative.  Ten people were injured and area residents were displaced from their homes for several days.  
Many roads in the area of the chemical plant were shut down for the duration of the fire and the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency reported that The City of Danvers declared a local state of emergency.  Other side 
effects included power outages and the failure of The City of Peabody’s 911 system. 

 
NC4 COVERAGE 
NC4 provides ongoing updates to members as the incident unfolds through the National Incident Monitoring Center 
(NIMC). NIMC analysts followed the incident using official government sources, such as NC4 partner, The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA), as well as national and local media sources, such as the CBS4 local breaking 
news article, “Questions Loom After Danvers Explosion & Fire.” 
 
Selected NIMC Updates: 
 
Fire crews on the scene of a 3-alarm fire in a chemical plant. 
(11/22/06 03:03) 
 
At least 30 structures involved in the fire, injuries reported. 
(11/22/06 03:35) 
 
The City of Peabody’s 911 system is down and there are pockets of 
power outages reported. (11/22/06 04:33) 
 
Evacuations issued to nearby residents. (11/22/06 05:02) 
 
Fire upgraded to 6+ alarms; Roadways closed in the area of the 
fire. (11/22/06 05:46) 
 
The investigation into the cause of the explosion continues, 100 
structures damaged. (11/22/06 12:11) 
 
This incident is closed (11/22/06 18:52) 
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